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mm  RFPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cockermouth  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  eleventh  annual  report  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Once  again  -I  would  like  to  draw  the  Council’s  attention 
to  the  dangers  inherent  in  untreated  milk.  Reports  of  Bruc- 
ellosis infection  in  milk  are  too  frequent  for  peace  of  mind, 
particularly  as  the  available  methods  of  control  of  an  out- 
break do  not  in  any  way  control  the  original  cause  of  the 
infection — the  cow.  Apart  from  the  danger  to  the  most 
vulnerable  group,  the  farm  workers,  it  is  bad  practice  to 
provide  untreated  milk  for  schools,  and  for  hospitals  where 
the  patient’s  health  is  already  below  normal. 

In  conclusion  1 would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  a 
report  on  page  21  of  a new  activity  of  this  department ; the 
setting  up  of  an  air-pollution  testing  station  at  Dean  Moor. 

1 am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PATTERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF  OF  TBE  DEALTD  DEPARTMEIVT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

J.  PATTERSON,  M.B..  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector : 

R E.  DUNN,  C.R.S.L 

Certificates  held  : 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

(a)  Public  Health  Inspector, 

(b)  Inspector  of  Meats  and  other  Foods. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector : 

G.  J.  SIMPSON,  C.R.S.I. 

Certificates  held  : 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

(a)  Public  Health  Inspector, 

(b)  Inspector  of  Meats  and  other  Foods 
City  & Guilds  1st  Class  Certificate  in  Plumbing. 


Clerk  and  Assistant : 
J.  D.  HINDE. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  AREA 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid-1964)  21,150 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  6,981 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1964  £561,591 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (1-4-64 — 31-3-65)  £2,234-13-6 

The  Cockermouth  Rural  District  covers  an  area  of  161,312 
acres  or  approximately  250  square  miles.  4,700  acres  of  the 
district  are  covered  by  inland  water. 

The  Rural  Area  covers  the  north  west  portion  of  the  Lake 
District  of  Cumberland  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Wigton 
Rural  District,  on  the  east  by  Penrith  Rural  District,  on  the  south- 
west by  Ennerdale  Rural  District  and  touches  the  County  boundary 
at  Dunmail  Raise  to  the  south. 

The  Borough  of  Workington  adjoins  the  west  and  the  Urban 
Districts  at  Maryport,  Cockermouth  and  Keswick  are  surrounded 
by  the  Rural  Area. 

There  are  32  parishes. 

Generally  speaking  the  eastern  part  of  the  district  is  moun- 
tainous and  forms  part  of  the  Lake  District  National  Park.  Sheep 
farming  is  predominant  and  catering  for  holidaymakers  forms  a 
large  local  industry. 

In  the  west  of  the  district  lies  a coal  mining  area,  part  of 
the  West  Cumberland  coalfield,  and  the  villages  there  are  more 
industrial  in  character.  Various  industries  near  the  coast  also  give 
employment  to  people  in  these  villages.  There  is  also  a consider- 
able amount  of  dairy  farming  and  much  good  arable  land  forms 
the  edge  of  the  Solway  Plain  in  the  Crosby  and  Oughterside  areas. 

There  are  two  short  lengths  of  coastline  between  Workington 
and  Maryport  and  beween  Maryport  and  the  boundary  of  Wigton 
Rural  District,  the  latter  stretch  being  much  used  in  summer  by 
holidaymakers. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  of  the  Rural  District,  21,150 

The  tables  of  vital  statistics  are  set  out  on  the  pages  following, 
showing  birth  rates,  death  rates,  and  rates  for  maternal  and 
infantile  mortality. 

Crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  corrected  by  means  of 
Area  Comparability  Factors  supplied  each  year  by  the  Registrar 
General.  They  allow  for  varying  age  and  sex  distribution  in  each 
district  and  enable  comparisons  to  be  made  with  figures  for  other 
aieas. 

This  year  the  factor  for  births  is  1.02  and  for  deaths  1.10. 

The  total  of  live  births  was  300  compared  with  344  in  1963, 
giving  a birth  rate  of  14.2  (14.5  corrected)  compared  with  16.5  in 
1963.  Eight  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

There  were  ten  still-births  (which  represents  a rate  of  32  per 
thousand  live  and  still  births)  compared  with  6 in  1963,  6 in  1962, 
4 in  1961,  9 in  1960  and  4 in  1959. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  263,  which  gives  a death 
rate  of  12.4  (13.7  corrected)  compared  with  11.4  (12.5  corrected) 
in  1963. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

There  were  5 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  compared 
with  9 in  1963. 

Cancer  deaths  rose  from  33  in  1963  to  46  in  1964.  6 deaths 
were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  compared  with  10 
last  year. 

There  was  1 death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1964. 


DEATH  RATES 

Males 

Female 

Total 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

1,000  pop. 

1000  pop. 

Year 

uncorrected 

corrected 

1964  

140 

123 

263 

12.4 

13.7 

1963  

132 

105 

237 

11.4 

12.5 

1962  

136 

114 

250 

12.2 

13.1 

1961  

121 

95 

216 

10.05 

10.85 

1960  

129 

116 

245 

12.0 

13.0 

1959  

128 

87 

215 

10.9 

11.8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1964 
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YEAR 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Grand 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

uncorrected 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

corrected 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1964 

145 

147 

292 

4 

4 

8 

300 

14.2 

14.5 

1963 

159 

171 

330 

4 

10 

14 

344 

16.5 

16.8 

1962 

173 

169 

342 

4 

3 

7 

349 

17.1 

16.9 

1961 

151 

168 

319 

5 

3 

8 

327 

15.2 

15.1 

1960 

157 

134 

291 

5 

6 

11 

302 

14.8 

14.7 

1959 

158 

144 

302 

2 

5 

7 

309 

15.7 

15.5 

YEAR 

Infant 

(under 

Deaths 

1 year) 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Deaths  0-4 
weeks  per 
1,000  live 
births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

per 

1,000 

live 

births 

per 

1,000 

legit. 

births 

per 

1.000 

illegit. 

births 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1964 

2 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

16.7 

17.1 

— 

6.7 

1963 

6 

3 

9 

— ' 

— 

— 

26.2 

27.1 

— 

20.4 

1962 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

11.5 

11.7 

— 

2.9 

1961 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

12.2 

12.5 

— 

12.2 

1 1960 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

13.3 

13.7 

— 

9.9 

1959 

4 

2 

6 

— 

1 

1 

22.6 

19.9 

143 

22.6 
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STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

nranfl 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 

TOTAL 

BIRTHS 

1,000  of 

and  still 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

population 

births 

4 

4 

8 

— 

2 

2 

10 

0.47 

32 

310 

3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

0.29 

17 

350 

1 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

6 

0.29 

17 

355 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

0.19 

12 

331 

4 

4 

8 

1 

— 

1 

9 

0.48 

29 

311 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

0.21 

13 

313 

Early 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Illeg- 
itimate 
births  as  a 
percentage 
of  all  live 
births 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 

Excluding 

Abortion 

Including 

Abortion 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 
total 
births 

Deaths  0-1  wk. 
per  1,000  live 
births 

Stillbirths  plus 
deaths  0-1  wk. 
per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths 

3.3 

35.5 

2.7 

— 

— 

— 

11.6 

28.6 

4.1 

— 

— 

— 

2.9 

19.7 

2.1 

— 

— 

— 

9.2 

21.2 

2.4 

— 

— 

— 

6.6 

35.4 

3.6 

2 

2 

6.4 

19.4 

31.9 

2.3 

— 

— 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Deaths  under  1 year  showing  varying  causes  and  ages. 


Cause  of  Death 

under  1 week 

1- 2  weeks 

2- 3  weeks 

3- 4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under  1 

1 year  | 

1. 

Prematurity : 

(a)  Atelectasis,  Intracranial 

Haemorrhage  

1 

1 

1 

2. 

(a)  Inhalation  of  Vomit  

1 

1 

(b)  Pulmonary  Infection  

1 

1 

3. 

Congenital  Malformations  : 

(a)  Hydrocephalus,  meningomy- 

elocele  

1 

1 

(b)  Congenital  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

2 

2 1 

5 

SENILE  DEATH  RATE 


Age 

at  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

65—70 

. . . ...  ...  . . .1 

17 

11 

28 

70—75 

... 

24 

16 

40 

75—80 

22 

32 

54 

80—85 

... 

18 

16 

34 

85—90 

... 

8 

6 

14 

90—95 

.... 

1 

3 

4 

95—100 



1 

1 

2 

Totals'^ 

91 

85 

176 

SENILE 

DEATH  RATE  67%  of 

total  deaths 

(1963— 

72%) 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


Males 

Females 

Alimentary : Oesophagus  

1 

1 

Stomach  

8 

3 

Colon  

2 

0 

Caecum  

0 

2 

Rectum  

1 

1 

Respiratory : Larynx  

1 

0 

Bronchus  

1 

0 

Lung  

5 

0 

Glandular : Thyroid  

0 

1 

Breast  

0 

3 

Pancreas  

0 

1 

Liver  

1 

1 

Prostate  

2 

0 

Reproductive : Vagina  ...  

0 

1 

Cervix 

0 

2 

Uterus  

0 

1 

Ovary  . . 

0 

1 

Other : Bladder  

1 

0 

Brain  

0 

1 

Thigh  Muscle  

0 

1 

Lymphosarcoma  

1 

0 

Site  of  Primary  not  known 

0 

2 

Totals  

24 

22 

(Ages  at  death  can  be  found  on  page  7). 


CANCER  DEATH  RATE  : 2.2  per  1,000  population 
(1963  : 1.6  per  1,000  population) 

Approximately  1 death  in  6 was  due  to  Cancer. 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE 


Pulmonary 

T.B. 

deaths 

Other 

T.B. 

deaths 

Total 

T.B. 

deaths 

Total  T.B. 
death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

Pulmonary  T.B. 
death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

1964 

1 

0 

1 

.05 

.05 

1963 

0 

1 

1 

.05 

— 

1962 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

1961 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

1960 

2 

0 

2 

.10 

.10 

1959 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

1958 

0 

1 

1 

.05 

— 
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DEATHS  FROM  VIOLENCE 


'•  Cause 

No.  of 
deaths 

% of 

all  causes 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  : 

Thrown  from  Motor  Cycle 

1 

.4 

.05 

Falls : 

Mountain  

1 

.4 

.05 

Other  Accidents : 

Asphyxia  

1 

.4 

.05 

Suicide  

2 

.8 

.09 

Murder  

1 

.4 

.05 

Total  

6 

2.3 

.28 

TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE  RATES  (uncorrected) 


1964 


BIRTH  RATE: 

England  and  Wales  ...  18.4 

County  of  Cumberland  ...  18.4 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumb.  18.1 

Cockermouth  Rural  ...  14.2 

DEATH  RATE: 

England  and  Wales  ...  11.3 

County  of  Cumberland  ...  11.8 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumb.  12.0 

Cockermouth  Rural  ...  12.4 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY: 

England  and  Wales  ...  20.0 

County  of  Cumberland  ...  18.3 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumb.  16.8 

Cockermouth  Rural  ...  16.7 


1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

18.2 

18.0 

17.4 

17.1 

16.5 

17.7 

18.3 

17.6 

18.0 

17.8 

18.2 

18.3 

17.5 

17.6 

17.6 

16.5 

17.1 

15.2 

14.8 

15.7 

12.2 

11.9 

12.0 

11.5 

11.6 

12.5 

12.2 

12.3 

12.0 

11.9 

13.1 

12.1 

12.1 

12.0 

11.4 

11.4 

12.2 

10.05 

12.0 

10.9 

20.9 

21.4 

21 

22 

22 

22.0 

26.4 

23 

23 

21 

26.3 

30.6 

23 

18 

20 

26.2 

11.5 

12 

13 

23 
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IMMUNISATION 


DIPHTHERIA 

Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  are 
given  in  tabular  form  showing  the  number  of  Diphtheria  Immun- 


isations  carried  out,  and  the  position 

at  the  end  of 

1964. 

Once  again,  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  tf 
year,  the  last  notified  case  being  in  1947. 

SMALLPOX 

Age  when  vaccinated 

Number 

Number 

or  re-vaccinated 

re-vaccinated 

vaccinated 

Under  1 

— 

16 

1 

— 

31 

2-^ 

1 

10 

5—14 

— 

2 

15  or  over 

1 

2 

' 61 

B.C.G.  (TUBERCULOSIS) 

Mantoux  testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  continued  as 
before,  the  age  group  being  those  born  in  the  years  1950  and 
1951.  In  addition  some  children  not  already  tested  for  various 
reasons  were  included. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography  X-rays  of  the  chest  is  only  used 
to  determine  if  positive  reactors  have  been  able  to  control  the 
infection  they  have  received.  Of  702  eligible,  558  were  tested. 
This  is  a consent  rate  of  80%.  Investigation  of  the  20%  who  did 
not  give  consent  showed  that  half  of  them  had  previously  been 
tested  elsewhere,  mainly  as  contacts.  The  number  of  positive 
reactors  was  72  or  8%.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  national 
average,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  see  the  decrease  from  24%  in  the 
previous  year.  All  of  these  children  had  a satisfactory  X-ray. 

Of  the  remaining  486  who  were  negative,  482  were  given 
B.C.G.  vaccination. 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  been  continued  as  before — 
although  public  interest  in  this  protection  varies  directly  according 
to  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  disease. 

When  there  are  no  cases  reported  either  locally  or  nationally, 
the  attitude  of  the  adult  population  is  one  of  profound  indiffer- 
ence. 

Fortunately  the  state  of  immunity  of  infants,  pre-school  and 
school  children  is  good,  as  the  large  majority  have  had  the  vac- 
cine, with  booster  doses  when  necessary. 

The  vaccine  now  used  is  taken  by  mouth  so  that  the 
procedure  is  easy  both  for  administrator  and  recipient. 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


MANTOUX  TESTINC  AND  BCG  VACCINATION 

(Children  born  1950  & 1951  and  a few  older  ones  not  previously  tested) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  1964  was 
192  (144  in  1963).  Of  these  132  were  measles. 


CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  : 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

Pulmonary  

60 

50 

110 

Non-Pulmonary 

7 

12 

19 

Totals  

67 

62 

129 

BRUCELLOSIS 

This  is  the  disease  in  cattle  known  as  Contagious  Abortion, 
which  can  be  transmitted  to  man  under  the  name  of  Undulant 
Fever  or  Malta  Fever,  and  which  caused  some  trouble  in  this 
district  in  1964. 

All  milk  supplies  are  tested  periodically  by  the  Hospital 
Supplies  Officer  for  wholesomeness  and  purity,  and  it  was  as  a 
result  of  one  of  these  bacteriological  examinations  that  an  un- 
treated supply  to  a local  hospital  was  suspected  of  being  infected. 
On  the  information  reaching  this  authority  an  immediate  visit  to 
the  farm  for  more  samples  revealed,  after  persistent  questioning, 
that  several  cows  in  the  dairy  herd  had  had  repeated  abortions. 
The  laboratory  were  able  to  culture  Brucella  organisms  from  the 
nnlk  samples  taken. 

The  hospital  authority  immediately  cancelled  the  contract 
with  the  farm  and  a Heat  Treatment  Order  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  was  placed  by  me  on  the  milk  produced  on 
this  farm.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  milk  to  be  taken  to 
the  Milk  Marketing  Board  for  pasteurisation,  and  for  an  alternative 
supply  to  be  made  available  to  the  farmer  so  that  his  customers 
would  not  be  deprived  of  a milk  supply.  All  the  cattle  on  the 
farm  were  examined  by  a private  veterinary  surgeon,  and  those 
infected  were  isolated.  All  others  received  vaccination. 

The  milk  from  the  non-infected  part  of  the  herd  was  sampled 
repeatedly,  both  in  bulk  and  from  each  individual  animal.  Three 
negative  samples  from  each  cow  was  accepted  as  evidence  that 
the  animal  was  free  from  infection,  and  eventually  the  Heat 
Treatment  Order  was  rescinded. 
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The  infected  animals  that  were  isolated  were  ‘disposed  of, 
but  the  local  authority  cannot  control  where  they  go  or  what 
happens  to  them.  They  can  be  sold  to  another  farm  and  spread 
the  disease  there,  or  they  can  be  slaughtered  and  used  for  meat. 
The  local  authority  can  only  control  the  milk  produced  by  the 
dairy  herd. 

The  ascertainment  of  this  infection  by  routine  sampling  of 
all  raw  milk  would  be  a very  simple  affair  compared  with  the 
action  to  be  taken  if  a positive  result  is  obtained.  A medical 
officer  of  health  can  only  place  a Heat  Treatment  Order  on  milk 
following  evidence  that  the  milk  may  be  transmitting  disease. 
The  Order  is  only  operative  for  24  hours  and  must  be  renewed 
daily.  Evidence  must  always  be  available  that  the  milk  may  be 
transmitting  the  disease  (which  means  daily  sampling)  otherwise 
the  Local  Authority  may  be  involved  in  compensation  to  the 
farmer.  As  may  be  imagined,  carrying  out  this  procedure  over 
a long  period,  with  perhaps  several  farms  involved,  becomes 
almost  impracticable  in  a scattered  district. 

As  mentioned  before,  the  local  authority  has  no  jurisdiction 
over  the  animals,  infected  or  not,  and  cannot  insist  on  isolation 
of  affected  cattle,  although  if  they  remain  on  the  farm  there  is 
always  danger  of  reinfection  of  the  others. 

t 

Strangely,  neither  the  infected  animal  nor  the  resultant  dis- 
ease in  man  are  notifiable,  so  that  the  extent  of  the  disease  in  the 
country  cannot  be  accurately  judged.  The  impression  received, 
however,  is  that  in  the  cattle  population  the  infection  is  wide- 
spread. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS,  1964 
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Table  showing  Rainfall  in  inches,  in  1984,  compiled  from  observers  in  various  parts 

of  the  district 
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AIR  POLLUTION  TESTING 


At  the  beginning  of  1964  this  Council  was  invited  to  co- 
operate with  the  County  Council  in  setting  up  an  air-pollution 
testing  station  on  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research  (now  the  Ministry  of  Technology).  The 
County  Council  would  provide  the  apparatus  and  the  Rural  Coun- 
cil run  the  station.  This  was  agreed  to. 

The  testing  station  in  this  district  was  to  be  a ‘control’,  i.e. 
it  was  to  be  in  as  clean  a place  as  possible  in  order  to  provide  a 
standard  against  which  pollution  in  villages,  towns  and  cities  all 
over  the  north  of  England  could  be  measured. 

Officials  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Re- 
search came  to  look  for  a suitable  site.  These  were  the  conditions 
they  were  looking  for : 

(a)  No  houses  in  the  vicinity 

(b)  Reasonably  high  up  to  avoid  smoke  drifting  up  valleys 

(c)  An  electricity  supply  available 

(d)  A site  which  was  reasonably  accessible  in  all  weathers. 

It  proved  to  be  quite  difficult  to  satisfy  all  these  conditions, 
but  eventually  a site  near  the  boundary  of  this  district  on  Dean 
Moor  (between  Dean  Cross  and  Pica)  was  selected.  There  are 
only  two  properties  within  about  a mile,  it  is  over  600  feet  above 
sea-level,  there  is  a Water  Board  pumping  station  with  a suitable 
electricity  supply,  and  it  is  close  to  a road. 

A small  hut  was  bought  and  erected  and  the  apparatus  in- 
stalled. Testing  began  on  1st  March,  1964.  The  apparatus  only 
needs  visiting  once  a week,  as  it  incorporates  automatic  devices 
Vvhich  give  eight  separate  daily  readings  without  attention.  Mr. 
Hinde,  of  this  department,-  looks  after  it. 

Briefly  the  apparatus  consists  of  an  electric  pump  which 
draws  air  in  through  a stainless  steel  tube  and  funnel,  and  passes 
it  through  a filter  paper,  then  through  a Drechsel  bottle  containing 
a solution  of  hydrogen  peroxide.  The  amount  of  air  passing 
through  is  measured  by  a meter  similar  to  a gas  meter.  From  50 
to  70  cubic  feet  are  drawn  through  each  day. 
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The  purpose  of  the  apparatus  is  to  measure  (1)  the  amount 
of  smoke  and  (2)  the  amount  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  air. 

The  filter  paper  collects  the  smoke  stain,  which  is  subsequent- 
ly measured  by  a photo-electric  meter,  and  the  solution  of  hydro- 
gen peroxide  converts  any  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  air  bubbling 
through  the  Drechsel  bottle  into  sulphuric  acid,  which  is  sub- 
sequently measured  by  titration  against  a standard  solution  of 
Sodium  Borate. 

The  results  of  the  tests  are  most  interesting. 

There  is  virtually  no  sulphur  dioxide  present  in  the  air  at 
any  time  of  the  year,  which  seems  to  indicate  that  this  gas  (a 
product  of  combustion  and  one  of  the  more  irritating  ingredients 
cl  town  smog)  does  not  travel  far,  and  is  so  soon  diluted  or  washed 
out  of  the  air  as  to  be  quite  local  in  effect. 

The  smoke  stains,  however,  can  at  times  be  quite  heavy 
(though  of  course  nothing  like  those  from  a town),-  and  one 
could  imagine  that  the  smoke  carried  by  prevailing  winds 
from  Whitehaven  and  Workington  might  be  responsible. 
This  is  not  found  to  be  so.  Fresh  westerly  winds  are 
generally  found  to  be  clean.  Apart  from  the  still,  'muggy’  weather 
when  some  smoke  drifts  up  from  these  industrial  towns,  the  times 
of  greatest  pollution  are  when  there  is  an  east  wind  with  clear 
bright  weather.  It  can  only  be  supposed  that  this  smoke  is  coming 
from  the  great  industrial  areas  of  Yorkshire  and  the  North  East, 
and,  in  fact,  one  prominent  geographer  has  suggested  that  the 
hazy  conditions  so  often  found  in  the  Lake  District  in  fine  weather 
are  largely  from  the  same  source. 

As  a corollary  to  the  air  testing,  a daily  record  of  wind 
strength  and  direction,  maximum  and  minimum  temperatures  and 
rainfall  is  kept,  and  sent  with  the  returns  to  the  Ministry  of  Tech- 
nology each  month,-  and  in  this  connection  I would  like  to  thank 
Mr.  Bell,  the  office  caretaker,  for  helping  with  the  weather  records 
at  weekends  and  during  holiday  periods. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cockermouth  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  Council  and  its  officials  can  hardly  be  accused  of 
making  constant  appeals  to  court  to  remedy  matters  un- 
solved by  informal  negotiation,  and  it  is  therefore  of  interest 
to  mention  one  of  our  rare  appearance  in  court,  this  time 
in  connection  with  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act,  details  of  which  are  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
report. 

There  was  no  intention  of  making  a scapegoat  of  the 
owner  or  of  making  an  example  to  others,  though  the  press 
reported  the  case  quite  extensively.  In  fact  a subsequent 
conversation  with  the  owner  revealed  that  having  regard 
to  the  publicity  given  to  the  site,  he  thought  the  fines  im- 
posed by  the  Court  had  been  money  well  spent ! 

My  thanks  are  again  extended  to  Members  of  the 
Council  and  the  staffs  of  other  departments  for  the  help 
and  co-operation  given  to  me  and  to  the  Health  Department 
during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROWLAND  E.  DUNN, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


1964 


1.  NEW  BUILDING 

The  following  table  shows  the  houses  built  in  each  post- 
war year  . 


Year 

Privately 

Council 

1946 

17 

30 

1947 

24 

108 

1948 

16 

154 

1949 

11 

88 

1950 

5 

110 

1951 

20 

54 

1952 

20 

64 

1953 

19 

70 

1954 

35 

82 

1955 

26 

74 

1956 

20 

18 

1957 

30 

30 

1958 

26 

56 

1959 

79 

43 

1960 

102 

21 

1961 

113 

68 

1962 

86 

11 

1963 

83 

97 

1964 

63 

27 

The  building  of  private  houses  is  remaining  fairly  steady, 
for,  although  fewer  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year, 
more  are  under  construction  than  at  the  end  of  1963.  Seaton  still 
remains  the  place  where  most  building  takes  place. 

The  Council  house  building  programme  progressed  as  follows: 

GREAT  CLIFTON.  20  of  the  30  houses  known  as  ‘Riverside’ 
were  completed  early  in  1964,  ten  having  been  built  late  in  1963. 

DEARHAM.  7 bungalows  were  completed  on  the  School 
Lane  site. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  9 houses  were  in  the  course  of 
erection  at  Chapel  Fold. 

When  the  housing  programme  was  being  considered  for  1964, 
it  was  decided  to  defer  further  development  of  the  Browside 
land  for  the  time  being,  but  to  buy  the  derelict  land  at  Cross  Hill 
and  build  there.  The  land  has  been  bought  and  5 bungalows  are 
planned  for  the  site. 

SEATON.  Plans  for  the  20  houses  at  Peatfield  Road  have  been 
approved  and  the  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  are  seeking 
tenders  for  construction. 

BRAITHWAITE.  Land  is  being  bought  at  Braithwaite  and 
layout  plans  for  8 houses  and  2 bungalows  have  been  prepared. 
4 houses  are  included  in  the  current  housing  programme. 

BROUGHTON  MOOR.  12  condemned  houses  at  Lucock  Row 
with  land  attached  came  onto  the  market  and  have  been  bought 
by  the  N.E.H.A.  with  the  intention  of  knocking  down  the  houses 
and  building  on  the  site.  This  transaction  has  just  been  com- 
pleted and  it  is  not  yet  known  exactly  how  many  houses  can  be 
fitted  onto  the  site — possibly  8. 
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COMPLETIONS  IN  1964 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  completed 
in  the  various  months  of  1964  : — 


Village 

Jan. 

Feb.  March  April  May  June 

July 

Aug.  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

Total 

Dearham 

— 

— — — 7 — 

— 

_ 

— 



7 

Gt.  Clifton 

8 

6 6 — — — 

20 

Privately 

1 

1 9 5 9 1 

4 

9 13 

5 

4 2 

63 

Villages  where  houses  were  built 


during  the  year : 

N.E.A.H.  Dearham 

(School  Lane)  ...  7 

Gt.  Clifton 

(Riverside)  ...  20 

Privately  Blindcrake  ...  1 

Braithwaite  ....  2 

Branthwaite  ...  2 

Brigham  ...  3 

Broughton  ...  1 

Castle  Inn  ...  2 

Dearham  ...  1 

Embleton  ...  1 

Eaglesfield  . . 1 

Grange  ...  1 

Great  Clifton  ...  1 

Netherton  ...  1 

Pardshaw  ...  1 

Portinscale  ...  12 

Rosthwaite  ..  1 

Seaton  ...  29 

Thornthwaite  ...  1 

Waterloo  Farm  ...  1 

Winscales  ...  1 


HOUSES  OWNED  BY  THE  COUNCIL 


Villages  where  house  building  is 
in  progress  at  the  end  of  the 


year : 

N.E.H.A.  Dearham 

(Chapel  Fold)  ...  9 

Privately  Birkby  ...  1 

Blindbothel  ...  1 

Braithwaite  ...  1 

Branthwaite  ...  2 

Brigham  ...  1 

Broughton  ...  1 


Broughton  Moor 


Castle  Inn 
Crosby 
Dearham 
Eaglesfield 
Embleton 
Great  Clifton  ...  1 

Greengill  ...  1 

Greysouthen  ...  1 

Lorton  ...  1 

Loweswater  ...  1 

Newlands  ...  1 

Papcastle  ...  1 

Plumbland  ...  1 

Portinscale  ...  3 

Seaton  ...  19 

Thornthwaite  ...  1 


Pre-war 

1921 

Belle  Vue  

8 

1937 

Braithwaite  (Croft  Terrace) 

4 

1926 

Broughton  (Coldghyll  Avenue) 

12 

1927 

Great  Clifton  (Gatehead)  

36 

1936 

Great  Clifton  (The  Gavels) 

12 

1925 

Prospect  (Sea  View)  

12 

1922 

Seaton  (Derwent  Avenue)  

28 

1922 

Seaton  (Lowca  Lane)  

12 

Total 

124 

124 

Post-War 

1957-g 

Broughton  Moor  (Heatherfields)  ... 

66 

1963 

Papcastle  (Castle  Gardens) 

16 

1948 

Seaton  (Princess  Av.  & Kings  Av.) 

34 

Total 

116 

116 

Old  houses 

1951 

Furnace  Row,  Winscales  

11 

bought  and 

1956 

Solway  Mount,  Crosby  

2 

improved 

Total 

13 

13 

Total  hou.ses  owned  by  the  Council 


253  253 
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HOUSES  BUILT  AND  OWNED  BY  THE  N.E.H.A. 


Pre-war 

1938 

Braithwaite  (Croft  Terrace) 

6 

1939 

Broughton  (Grange  Avenue) 

20 

1938 

Great  Clifton  (The  Gavels) 

28 

1940 

Seaton  (Barncroft  Avenue) 

24 

War-time 

1943 

Broughton  Moor  (The  Avenue)  ... 

32 

(fiat  roof) 

1943 

Dearham  (Croft  Terrace) 

40 

1944 

Great  Clifton  (Bowflatts) 

70 

1942 

Seaton  (Barncroft  Av.  & Kennedy  Rd.) 

50 

War-time 

1944 

Crosby  (East  End) 

2 

(agricul- 

1944 

Pardshaw  (The  Lea)  

2 

tural) 

1944 

Plumbland  (Momingside) 

2 

Total 

276 

Post-war 

1950 

Allerby  (Green  End)  

2 

1950 

Applethwaite  (Raven  Lane) 

4 

1948 

Bassenthwaite  (The  Avenue) 

6 

1961 

Bassenthwaite  (The  Green) 

5 

1949 

Bassenthwaite  (Lilac  Cottages) 

2 

1948 

Bassenthwaite  (The  Orchard) 

6 

1949 

Blindcrake  (The  Oaks)  

4 

1948 

Bothel  (The  Croft)  

12 

1954 

Braithwaite  (Longcroft)  

14 

1952 

Bridekirk  (Springwell)  

2 

1950-53 

Brigham  (The  Hill)  

32 

1948-53 

Brigham  (Hill  Crescent) 

20 

1949-53 

Broughton  (Ghyllbank)  

96 

1963 

Broughton  (Kirklea)  

72 

1947 

Broughton  Moor  (Moorfields) 

32 

1948 

Camerton  (Greenend) 

2 

1955 

Camerton  (Kirkland)  

6 

1948 

Camerton  (Meadow  Croft) 

4 

1959-61 

Crosby  (Parkside)  .. 

30 

1946 

Crosby  (Suncroft) 

30 

1950 

Crosscanonby  (The  Garth) 

2 

1948 

Deanscales  (The  Hill)  

6 

1961-62 

Dearham  (Browside  Rd.  & 

Greenlands  Rd.)  

24 

1953 

Dearham  (Row  Brow)  

6 

1964 

Dearham  (School  Lane)  

7 

1947-49 

Dearham  (Towncroft)  

78 

1963 

Gilcrux  (The  Forelands) 

8 

1950 

Gilcrux  (The  Garth) 

2 

1954 

Great  Clifton  (Clifton  Lodge) 

45 

1955 

Great  Clifton  (Greengarth) 

68 

1960 

Great  Clifton  (Lowther  Street) 

4 

1964 

Great  Clifton  (Riverside) 

30 

1950 

Great  Clifton  (Stoneycroft) 

44 

1951-58 

Greysouthen  (Went  Meadows)  .. 

20 

1954 

Little  Clifton  (The  Garth) 

2 

1947 

Little  Clifton  (Valley  View) 

32 

1953 

Lorton  (Broomcroft) 

4 

1956 

Oup'hterside  (Meadow  Bank) 

18 

1949 

Oughterside  (School  Terrace) 

4 

lO-^O 

Plumbland  (The  Muslins) 

20 

1952 

Rosthwaite  (Middlehow)  

12 

lo-R 

Seaton  (Brookside) 

12 

1947-61 

Seaton  (Hunters  Drive  area) 

254 

1952 

Winscales  (Meadowvale) 

2 

Total 

1085 

Total  houses  built  and  owned  by  the  N.E.H.A. 

276 


1361 


Total  houses  belonging  to  the  N.E.H.A.  and  R.D.  Council 


1614 
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2.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


This  year  a larger  number  of  grants  have  been  given  than  in 
any  previous  year.  Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  applicants 
tc  carry  out  a complete  renovation  scheme  qualifying  for  a 
discretionary  grant,  usually  with  success. 


YEAR 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

Approved 

Completed 

Approved 

Completed 

1950 

2 

— 

— 

1951 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1952 

11 

8 

— 

— 

1953 

8 

5 

— 

— 

1954 

20 

14 

— 

— 

1955 

33 

23 

— 

— 

1956 

32 

38 

— 

— 

1957 

32 

20 

— 

— 

1958 

42 

45 

— 

— 

1959 

54 

42 

9 

— 

1960 

44 

42 

18 

14 

1961 

62 

51 

12 

14 

1962 

36 

45 

4 

10 

1963 

50 

44 

12 

5 

1964 

65 

57 

18 

16 

Totals  ... 

496 

436 

73 

59 

3.  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

In  January,  1964,  a meeting  was  held  which  will  have  far 
reaching  consequences.  Representatives  of  the  Council  and  of  the 
National  Coal  Board  met  to  discuss  the  future  of  the  170  houses 
owned  by  the  Board  in  this  district.  Press  publicity  and  a letter 
from  the  Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment had  combined  to  force  the  Board  to  come  to  some  decision 
on  their  sub-standard  properties. 

At  the  meeting,  it  became  apparent  that  the  Board  placed 
even  less  value  on  their  houses  than  did  the  Council’s  officials 
(low  though  their  opinion  was),  and,  briefly,  the  result  of  the 
meeting  was  that  the  Board,  believing  these  houses  beyond  re- 
demption, undertook  not  to  re-let  them  when  they  become  vacant: 

50  houses  at  Concrete  Terrace,  Great  Clifton 
20  houses  at  William  Street,  Great  Clifton 
30  houses  at  Chapel  Brow,  Bridgefoot. 

25  houses  at  The  Nook,  Great  Broughton. 

,27 
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No  decision  was  taken  as  to  the  future  of  the  remaining 
houses  owned  by  the  Board,  but  it  is  apparent  that  the  20  at 
Derwent  Row,  Broughton  Cross,  and  another  20  at  Carter  Garth, 
Great  Clifton,  will  need  major  rehabilitation  before  long  if  they 
are  not  to  join  their  fellows  in  the  list  above. 

Informal  action  has  also  resulted  in  the  voluntary  closure  of 
two  houses  owned  by  a Co-operative  Society,  and  one  isolated 
house  owned  by  a private  estate. 

As  distinct  from  the  informal  action  outlined  above,  formal 
action  under  the  Housing  Acts  has  been  taken  against  15  proper- 
ties, resulting  in  the  making  of  3 Demolition  Orders,  10  Closing 
Orders,  and  the  acceptance  of  owner’s  Undertakings  in  2 cases. 
Only  one  house  (Gale  Cottage,  Seaton)  was  actually  demolished. 

Reasonable  progress  is  being  made  to  implement  the  second 
Slum  Clearance  Programme  (started  in  1963).  Action  has  now 
been  taken  against  33  of  the  91  houses  listed,  and  of  these  33,  4 
have  been  reconditioned  and  improved  as  a result  of  the  owners’ 
undertaking  to  carry  out  whatever  works  were  necessary. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY 


PARISH 

AREA 

IN 

ACRES 

TOTAL 

HOUSES 

ESTIMATE 

OF 

POPULA- 

TION 

REFUSE 

Houses 
served  by 
collection 

Above  Derwent 

14756 

471 

1403 

471 

Allerby,  &c. 

2382 

187 

585 

187 

Bassenthwaite 

6915 

141 

469 

135 

Bewaldeth 

2631 

12 

45 

12 

Blindcrake 

6901 

103 

289 

101 

Bothel 

3390 

97 

286 

95 

Bridekirk 

4799 

138 

761 

136 

Broughton 

1360 

546 

1499 

546 

Broughton  Moor 

1736 

307 

934 

305 

Blindbothel 

4499 

54 

162 

44 

Borrowdale 

16663 

153 

731 

148 

Brigham 

1759 

269 

796 

267 

Buttermere 

11231 

44 

197 

41 

Camerton 

1402 

67 

192 

67 

Clifton,  Great 

997 

533 

1654 

533 

Clifton,  Little 

1080 

159 

405 

159 

Crosscanonby 

2398 

358 

913 

355 

Dearham 

2149 

576 

1695 

576 

Dean 

8527 

243 

733 

237 

Embleton 

3951 

110 

313 

110 

Gilcrux 

2017 

113 

369 

108 

Greysouthen 

1646 

160 

504 

160 

Lorton 

5501 

105 

271 

98 

Loweswater 

9411 

66 

167 

60 

Papcastle 

1108 

117 

325 

117 

Plumbland 

2568 

157 

440 

153 

Seaton 

2040 

1297 

3756 

1297 

St.  Johns 

19481 

162 

489 

146 

Setmurthy 

3298 

44 

160 

39 

Underskiddaw 

8711 

109 

323 

109 

Winscales 

2652 

61 

208 

52 

Wythop 

3353 

22 

76 

16 

TOTALS 

161312 

6981 

21150 

6880 

1 

30 


CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLY 

SEWERING 

Houses 

Estimate 

Houses 

Houses 

Houses 

supplied 

of  pop. 

con- 

with 

without 

PARISH 

from 

supplied 

nected  to 

private 

modern 

public 

by  public 

public 

septic 

sanit- 

mains 

mains 

sewer 

tanks 

ation 

404 

1237 

324 

139 

8 

Above  Derwent 

187 

585 

170 

15 

2 

Allerby,  &c. 

91 

304 

65 

59 

15 

Bassenthwaite 

9 

34 

— 

12 

— 

Bewaldeth 

90 

253 

72 

22 

9 

Blindorake 

92 

272 

86 

8 

3 

Bothel 

136 

754 

99 

31 

8 

Bridekirk 

546 

1499 

494 

52 

— 

Broughton 

307 

934 

268 

32 

7 

Broughton  Moor 

25 

75 

— 

43 

11 

Blindbothel 

80 

381 

81 

71 

1 

Boiyowdale 

268 

794 

211 

57 

1 

Brigham 

9 

36 

— 

42 

2 

Buttermere 

67 

192 

50 

13 

4 

Camerton 

528 

1640 

525 

4 

4 

Clifton,  Great 

159 

405 

158 

— 

1 

Clifton,  Little 

351 

888 

341 

13 

4 

Crosscanonby 

572 

1681 

520 

27 

13 

Dearham 

235 

710 

187 

40 

16 

Dean 

93 

256 

56 

44 

11 

Embleton 

113 

369 

88 

24 

1 

Gilcrux 

160 

504 

113 

46 

1 

Greysouthen 

76 

196 

77 

19 

9 

Lorton 

10 

25 

10 

42 

14 

Loweswater 

116 

321 

108 

9 

— 

Papcastle 

154 

429 

136 

13 

8 

Plumbland 

1295 

3750 

1262 

30 

5 

Seaton 

3 

12 

49 

99 

14 

St.  Johns 

30 

109 

12 

27 

5 

Stemurthy 

77 

228 

68 

33 

8 

Underskiddaw 

57 

194 

29 

25 

7 

Winscales 

9 

31 

2 

17 

3 

Wythop 

6349 

19098 

5661 

1108 

195 

TOTALS 
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SEWERAGE 


PARISH 

Houses 

in 

Parish 

Village  Sewerage 
Schemes 

Type  of 
Outfall 

Houses 

Sewered 

Above  Derwent 

471 

Braithwaite 

T 

164 

Portinscale 

T 

128 

Thornthwaite 

T 

32 

Allerby  and 

187 

Allerby 

T 

25 

Oughterside 

Oughterside 

T 

135 

West  Moor  End 

T 

8 

Bassenthwaite 

141 

Bassenthwaite 

T 

65 

Bewaldeth 

12 

— 

Blindcrake 

103 

Blindcrake 

T 

47 

Redmjiin 

T 

11 

Sunderland 

T 

14 

Bothel 

97 

Bothel 

T 

73 

Threapland 

T 

13 

Bridekirk 

138 

Bridekirk 

T 

17 

Tallantire 

T 

43 

Dovenby 

T 

33 

Brigham 

269 

Brigham 

T 

175 

Broughton  Cross 

T 

35 

Broughton 

546 

Broughton 

T 

494 

Broughton  Moor 

307 

Broughton  Moor 

T 

247 

Harker  Marsh 

T 

21 

Blindbothel 

54 

— 

— 

— 

Borrowdale 

153 

Rosthwaite 

T 

36 

Grange 

T 

32 

Stonethwaite 

T 

13 

Buttermere 

44 

— 

— 

— 

Camerton 

67 

Camerton 

T 

50 

Clifton,  Great 

533 

Great  Clifton 

T 

517 

Crossb  arrow 

T 

8 

Clifton,  Little 

159 

Little  Clifton 

T 

158 

Crosscanonby 

358 

Crosby  Villa 

T 

56 

Crosscanonby  and 

Crosby 

T 

239 

Birkby 

T 

14 

Bullgill 

T 

8 

‘S.O.’  Outfall  untreated  to  sea. 


«rp» 


Outfall  to  Treatment  Works. 


SCHEMES 


P*\RISH 

Houses 

in 

Parish 

Village  Sewerage 
Schemes 

Type  of 
Outfall 

Houses 

Sewered 

Dearham 

576 

Dearham 

T 

536 

Dean 

243 

Dean 

T 

27 

Deanscales 

T 

28 

Eaglesfield 

T 

54 

Pardshaw 

T 

17 

Ullock 

T 

24 

Branthwaite 

T 

36 

Embleton 

110 

Embleton 

T 

56 

Gilcrux 

113 

Gilcrux 

T 

77 

Greengill 

T 

11 

Greysouthen 

160 

Greysouthen 

T 

113 

Lorton 

105 

Lorton 

T 

77 

Loweswater 

66 

Mockerkin 

T 

10 

Papcastle 

117 

Papcastle 

T 

83 

Belle  Vue 

T 

25 

Plumbland 

157 

Plumbland 

T 

9 

Ellen  Villa 

T 

116 

Wardhall 

T 

11 

Seaton 

1297 

Seaton 

S.O. 

1262 

St.  Johns 

162 

Threlkeld  Quarry 

T 

49 

Setmurthy 

44 

Dubwath 

T 

13 

Underskiddaw 

109 

Millbeck  1 

Applethwaite  and  V 

T 

67 

Thrushwood  J 

Winscales 

60 

Furnace  Row  and  \ 

T 

29 

Winscales  Ave.  / 

Wythop 

22 

Wythop  Mill  (part 

T 

O 

of  Embleton  Scheme) 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Williamson,  Engineer  to  the  West 
Cumberland  Water  Board,  for  the  following  information  which 
relates  to  the  Board’s  Water  Undertaking  in  this  District : 

A 12”  main  has  been  laid  from  Hayborough  (Maryport)  to 
Crosby,  and  a supply  made  available  to  properties  en  route. 

An  extension  of  the  Hause  Ghyll  supply  in  a 6”  main  to 
Bassenthwaite  has  eliminated  the  poor  quality  local  supply  derived 
from  Halls  Beck. 

A 6”  main  has  been  laid  from  Winscales  to  Branthwaite. 

Mains  extensions  to  housing  sites  at  School  Lane,  Dearham, 
Westcroft,  Seaton,  High  Portinscale,  Melbreak  Estate,  High  Brig- 
ham and  Garborough  Estate,  Crosby,  have  been  completed. 

WATER  SAMPLES 

The  following  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  : 


Public  Schemes ; 
Crummock 

Satisfactory 

6 

Unsatisfactory 

Routenbeck 

1 

— 

Braithwaite 

— 

1 

Grange  

— 

1 

Bassenthwaite  ... 

— 

4 

Hause  Ghyll 

1 

— 

Private  Schemes 

2 

10 

Taken  by  the  West  Cumberland 

Water  Board 

49 

44 

should  be  noted  that 

the 

majority  of  the 

unsatisfactory 

samples  taken  by  the  Water  Board  were  from  sources  before 
treatment  of  the  water. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  Council’s  second  public  convenience,  built  at  Lodore,  in 
Borrowdale,  was  brought  into  use  at  Easter,  nicely  in  time  for  the 
holiday  season.  Not  being  directly  overlooked  by  any  occupied 
property  it  was  felt  that  it  might  be  subject  to  vandalism,  but  in 
fact  only  very  minor  damage  was  done  in  the  year  under  review. 

The  public  convenience  at  Grange  in  Borrowdale  continued 
to  be  greatly  used  and  there  is  now  no  doubt  that  the  surreptitious 
use  of  bushes  by  the  riverside  has  ceased.  Vandalism  has  not 
occurred. 

SEWERAGE 

Only  a handful  of  properties  remain  to  be  connected  to  the 
recently  installed  sewerage  scheme  at  Thornthwaite,  and  the  in- 
dications are  that  there  will  soon  be  100%  utilisation  of  this 
scheme  without  any  pressure  having  to  be  brought  on  property 
owners. 

A start  has  been  made  with  a sewer  extension  towards  Spring 
Bank,  Braithwaite. 

Piping  in  a section  of  Ling  Beck  at  Seaton  has  also  been 
start'd  and  a'though  it  is  not  connected  in  any  way  with  sewage, 
it  is  reported  here  for  record  purposes. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Several  innovations  in  the  field  of  refuse  collection  have  been 
brought  into  being  this  year. 

The  construction  of  a Depot  at  Papcastle  Quarry  was  sub- 
stantially complete  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  went  into  operation 
in  April  of  1965  when  all  the  Council’s  vehicles  were  housed 
under  one  roof  for  the  first  time. 

The  purchase  of  two  Shelvoke  & Drury  rear-loading  com- 
pressor refuse  vehicles  completed  a trio  of  rear-loading  vehicles 
and  signalled  the  departure  of  the  oft-criticised  side-loaders,  except 
in  emergency. 

The  collection  service  was  extended  to  the  isolated  hamlet 
of  Watendlath  on  a fortnightly  basis,  using  the  paper  sack  system 
of  storage. 

As  a corollary  to  the  Council’s  household  refuse  collection 
service  an  industrial  waste  collection  service  was  commenced  in 
October  by  private  enterprise  and  they  were  permitted  initially 
to  use  the  tip  at  Papcastle  while  they  were  becoming  established. 


MEAT 


FOOD 


Licences  for  three  private  slaughterhouses  have  continued  in 
force  and  slaughtering  at  these  premises  has  adliered  to  a routine 
convenient  to  butcher  and  inspector  alike.  The  summary  of 
slaughtering  set  out  overleaf  shows  no  unusual  features  except 
perhaps  the  absence  of  cysticercus  bovis.  Considering  all  the 
incisions  being  made  specifically  to  locate  these  cysts,  including 
the  mutilation  of  beast  hearts,  it  is  surprising  that  nothing  more 
that  an  individual  degenerated  cyst  has  been  located. 

Tj.he  marking  of  all  meat  with  a stamp  has  been  accepted 
with  little  demure,  and  inspection  of  all  meat  produced  in  slaught- 
erhouses continues. 

Despite  the  Ministry’s  efforts  to  obtain  a 100%  meat  inspec- 
tion throughout  the  country,  one  loophole  remains  open.  A far- 
mer is  still  permitted  to  slaughter  an  occasional  pig  for  his  own 
use  without  notifying  his  intention  or  having  ante-  or  post-mortem 
inspection  carried  out. 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  the  normal  amount  of  by- 
products such  as  sausage  which  are  produced  are  more  than  can 
be  eaten  by  one  moderate-sized  family,  and  that  surplus  require- 
ments are  distributed  gratis  to  friends  and  relations. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  in  recent  years  that  only  a slender 
thread  keeps  some  of  the  private  slaughterhouses  in  being.  They 
are  entirely  dependent  on  the  availability  of  proficient  slaughter- 
men and  the  number  of  these  appears  to  be  diminishing.  Mean- 
v/hile,  the  high  quality  of  carcases  produced  in  these  private 
slaughterhouses  is  a striking  feature  of  the  trade  in  this  district. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SLAUGHTERING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


Cows  & 

Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
Total  number  killed  333  381  — 1,872  492 

a.  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 


(1) 

Whole  carcased  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

(2) 

Part  carcase  or  organs  condemned 

13 

23 

— 

20 

3 

(3) 

Percentage  affected  with  diseases 
other  than  T.B 

3.9 

6.03 

— 

1.28 

0.61 

Tuberculosis  only 

(1)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

(2) 

Part  carcase  or  organs  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

(3) 

Percentage  affected  with  T.B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.24 

A total  of  3,078  carcases  were  inspected  during  the  year — 100%  inspection. 
The  causes  of  condemnation  were  as  follows  ; — 


BULLOCKS : 

10  livers — cirrhosis 
2 livers — abscesses 
29  lb.  6 oz.  plate  and  rib — bruising 


COWS  AND  HEIFERS  : 

17  livers — cirrhosis 
1 liver — abscesses 
1 heart — ^pericarditis 
4 calves  and  calf-beds — immaturity 

SHEEP : 

10  livers — cirrhosis 
6 livers — fascioliasis 
1 set  lungs — strongylus 

1  whole  carcase — moribund,  oedematous,  ill-bled 
1 whole  carcase — moribund,  ill-set,  ill-bled 
1 whole  carcase — severe  bruising,  ill-set,  ill-bled 

1 whole  carcase — severe  bruising,  savaged  by  dogs 

2 hindquarters — severe  bruising,  savaged  by  dogs 

PIGS ; 

10  head  and  tongues — tuberculosis 

3 livers — milk-spot 
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ICE-CREAM 


44  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  pre- 
packed ice-cream,  and  one  for  the  manufacture  of  soft  ice-cream. 

This  latter  registration  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  district, 
and  although  it  was  anticipated  that  this  might  herald  the  start 
ol  a trend  that  would  make  every  retailer  a manufacturer,  this 
h.as  not  occurred. 

Indeed,  one  major  firm  engaged  in  the  soft  ice-cream  business 
set  up  a small  headquarters  in  a village  near  Cockermouth,  only 
to  discontinue  the  arrangement  after  a few  months  operation. 

MILK 

The  most  important  incident  concerning  milk  during  this  year 
was  a demonstration  of  its  propensity  for  conveying  the  disease 
Brucellosis  (or  Malta  Fever).  A milk  sample  taken  by  another 
authority  revealed  the  existence  of  Brucella  Abortus  in  a farm 
supply,  and  started  a train  of  events  fully  described  by  the 
Medical  Officer  and  which  caused  a considerable  amount  of  extra 
work  in  the  department. 

Samples  of  milk  and  inspection  of  dairies  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council  was  carried  out  on  eight  occasions  (7  samples). 
No  complaint  was  made  about  the  condition  of  the  dairies 
visited. 

There  were  no  complaints  concerning  a milk  vending  machine, 
sited  outside  the  district,  but  supplied  by  a dairyman  with  prem- 
ises in  this  district. 


OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit : — 

2 tins  Corned  Beef  (6  lbs.  each) 

3 sides  of  Bacon  (93  lbs.) 

1 box  yellow  fillets  of  Fish  (7f  lbs.) 

1 Cooked  Flam  (8  Ibs.j 

SHOPS  AND  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Thorough  inspections  of  these  premises  becornes  more  difficult 
year  by  year  as  other  pressures  make  themselves  felt.  The  in- 
spections which  have  been  made  show  an  increasing  tendency  to 
overcrowd  stock  and  it  is  in  the  storerooms  where  untidy  or  dirty 
conditions  are  to  be  found,  often  directly  resulting  from  cramped 
conditions.  Although  there  is  little  evidence,  apart  from  the  in- 
creasing number  of  outbreaks  of  diarrhoea,  it  does  appear  that 
advances  in  design  and  standards  of  equipment  have  far  outstrip- 
ped any  a'^vance  in  the  education  of  the  food  handler.  It  must 
be  accepted  that  certain  sections  of  the  catering  trade  attract 
work'’rs  of  the  lowest  intelligence  and  much  of  the  propaganda 
urging  cleaner  food  handling  simply  passes  them  by. 
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BAKEHOUSES 


Four  bakehouses,  all  small  scale  establishments,  operate  in 
the  district.  Three  are  invariably  clean  and  well  equipped.  The 
fourth  is  clean  but  old  fashioned.  Some  structural  works  are 
required  but  it  is  not  expected  that  the  owner  will  be  able  to 
continue  in  business  much  longer. 


CONTROL  OF  PESTS 

The  reported  activities  of  rats  and  mice  have  again  been  on 
a reduced  scale.  Those  reports  which  have  been  received  have 
more  than  ever  been  dealt  with  by  instruction  to  residents  on 
the  use  of  Warfarin  and  the  supply  to  them  of  materials  to  elim- 
inate the  infestation. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  invoke  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Act  relating  to  aged  persons  not  receiving  care  and 
attention.  There  is  one  case,  however,  being  kept  under  review, 
where  an  old  man,  who  is  quite  fit  and  active,  is  disinclined  to 
keep  himself  clean  and  who  is  in  the  habit  of  going  about  in  rags 
so  that  he  might  preserve  better  clothes  which  he  is  known  to 
possess. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

Part  1 — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

1.  No.  of  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

2.  No.  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates  

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  

4 No.  of  Undertakings  given  by  Landlords 

5.  No.  of  Undertakings  refused  

6.  No.  of  Certificates  issued  

Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

7.  Applications  by  Landlords  for  Cancellation  

8.  Objections  by  Tenants  to  Cancellation  

9.  Decision  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 

objections  

10  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 
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FACTORIES 


A total  of  45  factories  are  entered  in  the  Factories  Register, 
43  of  these  being  equipped  with  power-driven  machinery. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  various  trade  processes 
carried  out : 


Joinery  and  Sawmilling 

Powered 

19 

Non-powered 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 

8 

— 

Blacksmithing 

1 

— 

Baking 

3 

— 

Heavy  Engineering 

1 

— 

Railway  Wagon  Repairs 

— 

1 

Railway  Wagon  Scrapping 

1 

— 

Laundry 

1 

— 

Welding 

1 

— 

Slaughtering 

3 

— 

Meat  Products 

1 

— 

Brickmaking 

1 

— 

Poultry  Dressing 

1 

— 

General  Fitting 

— 

1 

Car  Breaking 

1 

— 

Water  Treatment 

1 

— 

Building  sites  apart,  3 inspections  have  been  recorded  as  carried 
out  specifically  under  the  Factories  Act,  and  of  these,  2 were 
inspections  of  bakehouses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1961,  in  this  district  at  the  end  of  1964 : 


No.  on  Inspec- 
reglster  lions 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sects.  1, 

2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforc- 
ed by  the  local  authority  2 — 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Sect.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  local  authority  43  3 


(hi) Other  premises  in  which 
Sect.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  9 44 

TOTALS  54  47 


Written 

notices 


Defects  Defects 
found  remedied 


(Note;  Section  1 refers  to  cleanliness,  2 to  overcrowding,  3 to  temperature, 
4 to  ventilation,  6 to  drainage  of  floors,  7 to  sanitary  conveniences). 


OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

No.  of 

out- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

of 

workers 

cases  of 

instances 

instances 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Work 

in  August 
list 

default  in 
sending 

of  work  in 
unwhole- 

of  work  in 
unwhole- 

required 

lists  to  the 

some 

some 

(1) 

by  Section 
110(l)(c) 

Council 

premises 

premises 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Textile 

weaving 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

17 
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BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD 


The  Council  acquired  land  at  Brigham  and  laid  it  out  as  a 
cemetary  to  afford  relief  to  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  whose 
burial  ground  was  reaching  capacity. 

When  the  facilities  of  cremation  are  as  near  as  Carlisle,  and 
the  land  needs  of  the  living  are  apparently  insatiable,  it  is  hoped 
that  eventually  there  will  be  less  need  for  land  to  be  set  aside 
for  the  burial  of  the  dead. 


CARAVANNING 

No  completely  new  caravan  site  has  opened  during  the  year. 
The  owner  of  one  site,  where  the  licence  has  been  in  abeyance 
for  lack  of  funds  for  development,  indicated  his  intention  of 
developing  the  site  in  readiness  for  the  1965  season,  and  his 
licence  was  revived. 

It  became  necessary  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Magistrate’s 
Court  in  the  case  of  one  site  owner  who  had  failed  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  licence  in  certain  important  respects, 
and  yet  continued  to  use  the  site.  The  owner  was  fined  a total 
of  £25  and  the  bench  indicated  that  as  this  was  the  first  case  of 
its  kind  in  their  court  they  had  dealt  leniently  with  it,  but  would 
be  more  severe  with  any  future  cases. 

Other  problems  with  caravans  were  again  of  only  trival 
character — showing  once  more  the  benefit  that  is  being  derived 
from  the  Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act. 


CAMPING 

Large  numbers  of  campers  are  happy  to  go,  or  be  directed, 
to  the  populous  organised  sites  where  some  amenities  are  avail- 
able. They  still  present  problems  but  the  problems  are  capable  of 
solution. 

Another  group  will  go  to  almost  any  lengths  to  find  seclusion, 
but  again  they  mostly  show  a sense  of  responsibility.  There  are 
others,  however,  who  seek  seclusion  only  to  avoid  paying  fees. 
They  are  a fly-by-night  breed  whose  morals  and  habits  spring  from 
the  gutter  and  who  desecrate  the  district  with  their  filth,  late 
night  carousels  and  general  hooligan  behaviour.  They  present  a 
major  problem  to  those  engaged  in  the  maintenance  of  law  and 
order  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  attempts  to  curb  their 
activities  will  result  in  more  and  more  restrictions  which  will 
unfortunately  apply  to  all. 

The  scheme  of  ‘Registered  Camping  Sites’  in  Borrowdale, 
although  attracting  its  quota  of  those  described  above,  has  by  and 
large  provided  that  modicum  of  control  that  allows  of  peaceable 
co-existence  between  residents  and  campers. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  OF  INSPECTION  DURING  1964 


Ashplace,  ashbins  — 

Burials  1 

Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 24 

Cesspools,  sewage  tanks  5 

Closets : Water  — 

Pail  — 

Privy-middens  — 

Dairies,  milkshops,  milkstores  3 

Dangerous  structures 2 

Drains  Inspected  28 

Tested  54 

Dykes  and  watercourses  7 

Factories  1 

Flooding  2 

Food  Poisoning — 

Food  & Drugs  Acts  : Bakehouses 2 

Butchers  Shops  3 

Fish  Shops ...  ...  — 

Greengrocers  2 

Grocers  ...  15 

Ice-cream  premises  2 

Restaurant  kitchens  5 

Other  foodshops  12 

Slaughterhouses  6 

Food  Inspections  3 

Mobile  Food  Vans 9 

Houses  Inspected  : Defects  P.H.A.  and  H.A 61 

For  overcrowding  — 

Improvement  grants 175 

Housing  allocations  391 

Infectious  diseases  6 

Infectious  diseases,  re-inspections 2 

Meetings  and  interviews  i 79 

Miscellaneous  visits  Ill 

National  Assistance  Act.  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  ...  2 

Nuisance  inspections 16 

Nuisance  re-inspections  10 

Outworkers  — 

Pests  Acts  20 

Prosecutions  3 

Refuse  Tips  6 

Samples : Milk  8 

Water  1 

Other  1 

Schools  — 

Sewage  disposal  11 

Shops  Act,  1950  — 

Smoke,  dust,  fumes,  etc 1 

Verminous  premises  4 

Water  supplies  11 
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